Reading Questions from Nabhan, Where Our Food Comes From. (on library e-reserve for GEOG 371)
1. Where did the great Russian ethnobotanist Vavilov posit are the great geographic features that are the “primary centers of origin” for the crops he was enumerating?


2. What was Vavilov’s hypothesis that purported to explain the function of mountains in fomenting his remarkable observations of crop biodiversity?  (pages 140-142)

3. Summarize the location, characteristics and function of the two global centers of diversity of the Sierra Madre Occidental.

4. What geographic characteristics kept Vavilov from exploring more deeply in the region?

5. Describe the process of reticulate evolution.

6. Summarize why cultural geographers are interested in mountainous regions.

7. What is teosinte?  Who says that the wild ancestor of maize is not extinct?

8. Why did Vavilov’s interest in studying and collecting seeds of guayule trigger what seemed to be xenophobia?  What were the roles of Mexico and the United States in his arrest?

9. What did the rubber companies ask from the US government after WWII?  
10. How do Sierra Madre Indians induce hybrid vigor into their local maize plants?

11. On pages 150-151 Nabhan writes about being in a van loaded with conservationists and human rights activists.  Why might these different groups have reason to work together in such a region?  Are they natural allies?

12. What was the reason given by Nabhan for the World Bank’s abandonment of financing road development and logging in the Sierra region?  Did this effort end up keeping out road builders and other development? 

13. List the various food uses of the corn plant, from page 153.

14. In what two forms has the GMO maize probably come into the Sierra Madre?  Why do the Tarahumara and Tepehuan care about the contamination of traditional maize varieties?

15. What is the Native Seeds/SEARCH project doing in the Sierra Madre?

16. Summarize why the genetic diversity of maize varieties actually matters.

17. Explain the shortcomings of the VAnta-1 and Vanra-1 maize cultivars, from an ecological point of view, and from a cultural standpoint.  

18. Related to the previous question, what is the advantage that blue and reddish purple pigments give in cold highland growing conditions?

19. What fraction of the original old growth Sierra Madre forests have been logged, according to the reports of the Sierra Madre Alliance?

20. Make a list of the various impacts of logging roads and airstrips on the Sierra Madre region and its people.

21. Would you consider growing narcotic plants if you were a native in the area and your children did not have enough food to be well-nourished, knowing that the added income could be used to buy enough food?

22. Does the author believe that transgenic crops will put an end to hunger?  Summarize.

23. After reading this chapter, what value to humanity, if any, does the cultural and ethnic diversity of the Sierra Madre offer?
